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St. Francis Xavier (College) Church

COLLEGE CHURCH
STEWARDSHIP REPORT

FROM THE PASTORG DESK

For the last couple of months a committee of parishioners of people | just referred to. | have been touched by the deep
has been meeting regularly to prepare for St. Francis Xavier desire to work on behalf of Jesus Christ by all of the men
Coll ege Church“s Stewar ds hi andwomenwho offer their time, talent and treasureinour t i on

to parishioners was extended in the August Bulletins and on social outreach, educational and liturgical efforts. The
August 31st a larger group of your fellow parishioners gath- Dominicans and Jesuits who minister to us sacra mentally

ered to pray and r e fQureparitshison o
- N . have been an inspiration to me.
very blessed with the amount of ministries and services that P

we are able to make available to parishioners, the SLU com- My sincere gratitude to all whose financial gifts and prayers
munity and the wider ¢ o0mmun makethese ministries possible. We have a One Hundred iall
the poor and neglected. Twenty-five year old Church building and it is expensive to
. . o ) maintain. Our liturgical and music ministry could be en-
I'am going to brag a bit: our religious education programs for  panceq by better lighting and sound systems. It is expensive
our younger parishioners are probably the best in the arch- for a parish of our size to offer as many ministries as we do.
diocese; our outreach to the poor and needy is the envy of I ask your continued financial help to be able to maintain
much larger institutions; our choir and music ministry has no them.

rival; our liturgical celebrations and the quality of the homi-
lies preached is outstanding;
our sacramental preparation
is of highest quality. We are
a group of Christians who
are trying to live the gospel
message and God has
blessed our efforts on His
behalf.

The College Church cares for
you in many ways; let me ask
you to continue to care for the
College Church.

Thank you very much! | am
grateful for your gifts of Time,
Treasure and Talent that sup-
port our ministries.

College Church is indeed a
spiritual home to a great

group of people.

Each Sunday one of my masses
is offered for you, our parish-
ioners. It is offered with deep
I have been your pastor for a gratitude. Again, Thanks!
bit over a year and it has
been a blessing to me to

minister with the great group

Richard Buhler, S.J.

The “Blessing of the Palms” at the fountain and
Palm Sunday Procession into the Church, April 5, 2009

Mission Statement

We are a Eucharist-centered, spirit-filled people who choose to form parish community and to experience
spiritual growth through life-giving liturgies in a worship space of beauty and reverence. Out of a long history of spiritual
leadership from the Society of Jesus, we are challenged with the Gospel values of love,
compassion, and social justice.

As a worshipping community, we extend hospitality and fellowship. We enrich our faith through prayer,
diversity of membership, attention to family life and social ministry. We empower the laity in bringing forth the Kingdom
of God and foster interfaith partnerships. We seek to deepen and grow in our commitment to being a Jesuit Parish at
Saint Louis University in the center of the City of Saint Louis.
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PASTORAL CoUNCIL CORNER

FRoOM JOHN WEBSTER, CHAIRPERSON

At our last Pastoral Council meeting,
August 15t Fr. Buhler reminded us that
he was celebrating his first anniversary
as our pastor. It
been one year. It has been a year of a lot
of activity at Saint Francis Xavier College
Church.

Last year at this time we reported that
the council was working on two major
initiatives. The first is the development of
a Pastoral Council framework that would
allow for the development of the com-
missions that will help guide our commu-
nity. We believe that we have putin
place a strong charter and have seen the
development of Religious Education,
Social Ministry, Stewardship and Finance
commissions. We are currently working
on Liturgy and Development with Adult
Education soon to follow.

The second task was to look for ways to
get our operating budget into better
shape. Our plans in this area were ham-
pered a bit by the ensuing economic
calamity of last fall. We are still diligently
working to pull in expenses without inter-
fering with what we offer our community.
We will be starting our Stewardship

program shortly, and we ask that you
prayerfully consider how you can help
this coming year.

As we look forward we are blessed with a
very strong Pastoral Council supporting
Fr. Buhler. For those who may not know,

these talented members are:

Jo Curran, John Bookstaver, Rich Welc,
Mary Ann Moore, Lisa Burks,

Susan Buse, Armella Geier and
John Webster.

We also have strong leadership in our
commissions. We are

social events. Please participate where
you can and please assist in any of the
various committees to support these
events.aWe are very excited about this
celebration.

Please contact any of the Pastoral Council
members if you have questions, com-
ments or suggestions.

We are here to serve you!

entering into an excit-
ing year at Saint Fran-
cis Xavier. You may
have read about the
upcoming 125t anni-
versary of the first
Mass held at the cur-
rent location of Col-
lege Church. That
took place in October
1884. We are devel-
oping a year long
celebration that will
start and close with a
Mass and will be
filled with a variety of
other spiritual and

Par.i
participate in the Festival of Ministries last September, 2008.

s hi

oners enjoying “Fa

COLLEGE CHURCH CHOIR & MuUsIC MINSTRY
FROM SUE MARTIN, DIRECTOR OF MuUSIC

College Church has a tradition of an up-
lifting, engaging and inspiring ministry of
music through our College Church Choir,
cantors and musicians. Our vitality is
captured in the song of our assembly
week after week, in our endeavor to help
people to pray, in the challenge and sat-
isfaction of learning and performing new
music, and in the sense of community
that is nurtured through those collective
endeavors.

Last summer, 2009, we were pleased to
officially welcome Ray Sherrock as our
new choir director after serving the previ-
ous year as interim director. Ray, along
with his wife, Sue, has been a member of
the College Church Choir for a number of
years. Ray is also the Director of Choral
Music at DeSmet Jesuit High School.

We also welcomed six new members to
the choir this past year to bring the total
number of choir members to 68!!

The Advent concert held in early Decem-
ber 2008, "Mary, Our Original Face," was
graced with the collaboration of Sr. Carla
Mae Streeter, OP, parishioner and Pro-
fessor of Systematic Theology at Aquinas
Il nstitute of Theol
commentary reflected on Mary as an
image of the face of the church, in its
original beauty and humanness and in its
mission to bear God to the world.

Sr. Carla Mae has long been facilitating
Dialogue of the Word at College Church,
a Sunday morning scripture group held
between the Sunday morning Masses.

(o]

Last winter, Fr. Buhler joined the choir on
its annual day of reflection. It was a won-
derful opportunity for the choir and Fr.
Buhler to get to know each other through
a day of prayer, conversation, and song.
And in June, the choir was honored to sing
for the Jesuit Ordination of Brian Christo-
pher, SJ.

Members of the choir and music ministry
at College Church feel fortunate and
blessed to be able to reach out and con-
nect with the congregation as well as the
broader community through liturgy and
concerts. We invite and welcome the gifts
of those who would also like to contribute
their talents to music ministry at

St. Francis Xavier.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & FAMILY LIFE

FROM ANGIE DOERR, DIRECTOR

Religious Education (RE) and Family Life
programs at College Church seek to as-
sist parents in the faith formation of their
children and increase relationship in the
sacramental life of the Church through
education on the Eucharist and participa-
tion in Liturgy. Through Religious Educa-
tion classes, Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd (Atrium),
the Word, Xavier Youth Group and SFX
ConnectionSpeaker Series, we are com-
mitted to helping children and their fami-
lies grow in their faith and love of God so
they will respond as witnesses to Christ
in the world.

Our 2008-09 Religious Education and
Atrium year was incredible. It has been a
time of further growth of connecting as
families and participating in supportive
activities, especially for the Youth Group.
With over seventy volunteers from our
parish and the wider communities of
Saint Louis University and the Society of
Jesus, we helped over 150 children and
teens to grow in their knowledge and
love of God through our various pro-
grams and events.

Some of the highlights include:

19 children in the second grade RE class
& Atrium prepared for and received their
First Eucharist and Reconciliation.

The fifth and sixth grade classes and
many of their families made their annual
pilgrimage to the Sacred Heart Shrine of
St. Rose Philippine Duchesne in St.

Charles engaging in a day adventure,
prayer, and a celebration of Eucharist
together to conclude the outing. It was
great opportunity for families to get to
know each other better and the children
learned a lot and really enjoyed the ex-
perience.

Our eighth grade class spent their sacra-
mental preparation year for Confirmation
through their annual retreat, service
work at our Soci al
February, a Respect Life Seminar lovingly
conducted by an amazing group of SLU
students, and the composing of heartfelt,
prayerful faith statements that were
shared with the congregation. The stu-
dents were Confirmed on Pentecost in a
beautiful liturgy with Bishop Hermann as
Celebrant.

Our youth group theme this year was
Companions on the Journegnd was
amazing with the help of ten SLU student
leaders, Marc Fryer, SJ, a Jesuit Scholas-
tic, and Fr. Peter Saengthien, SJ. Our
youth ministry regularly held monthly
Youth Masses, social activities, and a
monthly service project with children
living at Karen House, a Catholic Worker
house of hospitality for homeless women
and children in North St. Louis. The
teens visited the children developing
relationships and hosting special field
trips to venues like the Saint Louis Zoo
and the Botanical Gardens. The connec-
tion being fostered is enriching for both

our teens and the Karen House kids.

Youth Group highlights also included an
overnight retreat in January held right
here at College Church and a service trip
this summer where thirteen teens trav-
eled to Kansas City focusing on issues of
homelessness and hunger. The teens
prepared and served dinner at City Union
Riiksion Family Homeless Shelter offer-
ing the opportunity to interrelate with

Men,nwbnsen, ang chiglrertivbacare 8ealu f

ing with the challenges of homelessness.
They also visited
Bank to learn about hunger and the proc-
ess of food distribution to those in need.
The teens had the opportunity to work in
the food bank sorting and bagging a
large donation of fresh apples.

Al | of our youth
continue to focus on social justice aware-
ness through social action projects like
the youth group"s
monthly class bake sales and sandwich
making which continue to benefit the
College Church Social Outreach pro-
gram. We are committed to building
stronger community among families and
developing faith experiences through
gatherings and liturgies for each class
and atrium. We are so fortunate to have
many dedicated volunteers who gener-
ously give their time and their gifts to the
faith formation of
They truly make the difference in the
success of our programs.
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION COMMISION

During this past year, a Youth Faith
Formation Commission was formed in
response to an initiative of the Parish
Pastoral Council. The Youth Faith Forma-
tion Commission, in collaboration with
our parents, is responsible for providing
educational opportunities to guide the
spiritual and moral development of our
youth from preschool through high
school.

The Commission works in cooperation
with our Pastor and the Pastoral Council
to develop, promote, and evaluate the
parish®s educat.i
grams so that they continue to evolve to
meet current educational and spiritual
standards and needs of our Parish youth.

onal

Members of the Commission are:
Jill Quinlan Briceno, Lisa Burks,
Susan Buse, Kathleen Gallagher-
Buckley, Lorna Kahn, Diane Kovac,
Don Lawrence, Julie Rubio,

children

Pari sh

Fr. Peter Saengthien, SJ, and
Carrie Shaunghnessy.

Ex-Officio Members include: Fr. Richard
Buhler, SJ, John Webster & Angie Doerr.
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We are College Church!

850 Households in our Parish
108 New Parishioners

61 Infant Baptisms

9 Adult Baptisms &
Professions of Faith

19 Holy Communion &
Reconciliation, RE & Atrium

15 Confirmation, RE
101 Marriages

17 Funerals

95 Religious Education
Students

37 Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd (Atrium) students

50 children participate in

Childrends Lit

35 Youth Group members
55 Eucharistic Ministers
27 Lectors

30 Ushers/Greeters

20 Acolytes

13 Art and Environment
Members

6 Cross bearers

68 Choir Members,
Instrumentalists &
Sound technical crew

8 on Pastoral Council

L

U

SFX CIAL MINISTRY

SIMON, DIRECTOR

FRoM VICKI

As many of you know, the Social Ministry
Outreach Program continues to grow
each year. Since 1993 we are still one of
the only places in the city that offers
technical and financial assistance with
securing identification documents like
State IDs and birth certificates. Some
form of state photo ID is required now for
almost every other social service: hous-
ing, employment, disability application,
child care, schooling, social security
cards, etc.

Through the stories of our weekly guests,
all the outreach volunteers have learned
just how difficult obtaining identification
can be for some people, especially eld-
erly, disabled, former inmates and home-

r

less people - those
caught in life's difficult
transitions. More and
more people who
come to us are unem-
ployed or seeking per-
manent housing.

SOCIAL
MINISTRY

Some of these things you already know.
But what many of you may not know is how
our Parish Outreach Program has grown
and how impossible our assistance would
be without your generous gifts for Social
Ministry. We want you know how your gifts
were used and what they provided for
those who came to our Outreach Program
between July 2008-June 2009.

l=

Social Ministry
Outreach Volunteers
working with guests.

Total visitors served:
1,657 Homeless individuals

297 Veterans

Number of IDs
Number of Birth Certificates
Number of Birth Certificates

Other items provided:
2,082 Care Kits (49% of guests
(personal hygiene items)

SOCIAL MINISTRY OUTREACH PROGRAM REPORT
July 2008 - June 2009

1,020 Re-entry individuals (ex-offenders)

ID and Birth Certificate Services provided:

TOTAL ID and Birth Certificate Expenses

4,249

(39% of guests)
(24% of guests)
(7% of guests)

2,294 (54% of guests)
1,997 (47% MO BC)

595 (14% - out of state)
$51,668

Cost $3,023

1,360 Bag Lunches & emergency food (32% of guests) Cost $1,713
1,190 Clothing donations (28% of guests)
(vouchers through St. Vincent DePaul conference) Cost $1,997

Your generous support of social ministry demonstrates how
our Parish community integrates its faith life by living justly for all!
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SISTER PARISH & FAIR TRADE

In 2006, members of a St. Francis Xavier
Just Faith group, an adult faith justice
education and formation program, devel-
oped a deep awareness of poverty not
only in the St. Louis region but around
the world. The College Church Social
Ministry programs of outreach, advocacy,
and formation have primarily served our
Greater St. Louis Metropolitan area. This
group was passionate to learn more
about poverty in a global content and
decided to explore establishing a sister
parish relationship in a developing coun-
try. A committee was formed and our
pastor suggested looking for a Jesuit
parish. The Missouri Jesuit Province and
Central America Jesuit Province already
had a twinning relationship providing a
great opportunity for our parish to con-
nect with a Latin American parish. Out of
this passionate exploration our sister
parish relationship was born!

Our sister parish, La Natividad, is a Jesuit
parish located in Santa Maria Chi-
quimula, Guatemala, a small mountain
village located in the highlands of Totoni-
capan. In late 2007, we were blessed
with a visit from Fr. Ricardo Falla, SJ, a
priest in residence at La Natividad, who
came to St. Louis to initiate our relation-
ship with the parish.

The following June 2008, five Spanish
speaking College Church members made
the trek to Guatemala for a week packed
with activities and conversations. The
group had the opportunity to engage in
every aspect of their parish life and was
amazed to learn that the

The Fair Trade Committee is what helps
raise the funds to support our sister parish
by selling “fairly
and chocolate to parishioners. Fair Trade
means an equitable and fair partnership
between businesses and organizations in
North America and producers in the devel-
oping world. In essence an opportunity to
help improve the lives of the poor through
purchases of products that promote human
dignity and economic development.

Additional means of raising support for our
Sister Parish comes through parishioners
who commit themselves to giving a monthly
donation. There are also fund raising ac-
tivities such as Pool Side Brunch and the
up-coming Trivia Night.

As our mission statement proclaims, our
partnership with
sire born from our faith in Jesus Christ to
concretely live as a church of brothers and
sister without borders and as one human
family.” The relati
teaching and learning, one of shared re-
sources, and one that nurtures a better
church and a better world.

This past year has marked numerous talks
and presentations on La Natividad, a 2nd
annual Fair Trade Christmas Market, and
personal stories from those who have ex-
perienced the culture first hand. We are
honored, as members of the parish, to be a
part of this special relationship and we
invite the participation of new committee
members and are very grateful for the on-
going support of our faith community.

t

our

(0]

congregation came from 36
outlying villages. Before

|l eaving Guat ¢
Mi ssi on St at g
developed which expresses
the foundation and purpose
of the twinning relationship.
After their return, the travel-
ers put together a wonderful
slide show and presentation
to introduce the La Nativi-
dad parishioners to our par-
ish family. The excitement
and energy that has grown
from these first days has
help to develop the Sister
Parish Committee and form
the Fair Trade Committee.

Children of La Natividad, our sister parish in Guatemala.

We are College Church!

200 served at Hot Stuff
250 served at Cool Stuff
80 Hot/Cool Stuff volunteers

360 casseroles for

St Patrickds

2,000 sandwiches RE students
made for Outreach Program

4,000 sandwiches made
for Karen House

1V2]

31 volunteers in
Outreach Program

8 on oOoFair Tr ad,
11 on O0Sister P
Committee

20 on Advocacy Committee

5 Just Faith Program
Facilitators

12 in Dialogue with the Word
30 in College Church Seminars

15 in oLight Wo

50 | eaders in c
& youth programs

10 SLU students in youth
programs

25 Gathering Place volunteers
11 on Social Ministry Board

7 on Finance Commission

cof f

Cent

€ 0all
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PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT
FiscaAL YEAR 20082009

Understanding the financial position of
our parish is critical to our Stewardship.
St. Francis Xavier College Church de-
pends on the generosity of our parishion-
ers to support the many aspects of our
church life that create our very special
parish community: liturgical ministry,
social ministry, spiritual formation, and
parish life. While College Church derives
many advantages from our close asso-
ciation with Saint Louis University, the
University does not have any financial
responsibility for our operations.

large increase, due to active marketing
by parish staff. In FY2009, this revenue
was $196,000, or 58% higher than
FY2008. Lastly, social ministry staff and
volunteers wrote and received $17,000
in grants. The Jesuit Community provided
an additional $10,000 in grants.

On the Expense side, College Church
realized only a $52,000 increase (6%)
over FY2008, with operations totaling
$908,000. Personnel costs are our
greatest expense and rose by 5%. Social

remains a place where every parishioner
can find a place to give back to God the
gifts we are given. The sharing of time
and talent by our many parish volunteers
contributes greatly to our ministries. In
addition, our parishioners give food,
clothing and toiletries to the poor and
provide materials and supplies for spiri-
tual formation and administration. This
wealth of these offerings cannot be con-
veyed on paper or easily summarized in
a financial report. They truly are the sign
both of how our parish follows the Gos-

Ministry realized the largest increase in pel and of Jesus® hands
Both Income and Expenses rose during costs, a full 50%, to $60,000 total ex- community
Fiscal Year 2009 (July 1, 2008 — June penses; however, much of the increase ’
30, 2009) over FY 2008. Through careful was covered by grant funding. Supplies, As our parish approaches our 175 anni-
business practices, our operations al- maintenance, utilities, and Archdiocesan versary, we ask for renewed support
most broke even, showing only a $1,600 fees & insurance remained relatively flat. ~ commitment to our faith home so that
deficit. This is a substantial improve- Lastly, fees & services were reduced by the life and vitality of St. Francis Xavier
ment over the $58,000 operating deficit 28%, or a savings of $16,000. Church may continue. With a parish-
in FY2008. Income rose by 15% ) wide commitment, this community can
($120,000), which can be traced to sev-  Though there was not one substantial continue to reach out and be a commu-
eral initiatives. capital cost in FY2009, new albs, repairs i, of |ove and service today.
to the Parish Hall steps, updated soft-
First, the generosity of our parishioners ware, and a replacement of broken ta- If you have questions about Parish fi-
provides the bulk of parish revenues. bles resulted in $11,000 in capital ex- nances, please feel free to e-mail Ken
Offertory reached $576,00Q, increasing penditures. Kehm, Business Manager, at
by 3.6%, despite the recession and the
shut-down of nghWay 40. Secondly, wed- The generosity and commitment of pa- kkehm1@slu.edu or contact one of the
dings and ballroom rental showed a rishioners remains high. Our community Finance Commission members.
200689 INCOME
. Fundraising
Wedding Fees & Ren@llants
507 357 L 20089 EXPENSES
0, (1]
Other 22% 3% ) o
Program Fees Soma_l Ministry
$8 Assistance Fees &
o : . $60 Services
1% Offertory Gifts Supp“es 6% $42
$576 $43 .
. 62% 5% 5%
Religious
Educati Occupancy
$12 $36
0,
1% 4%
Restricted Utilities
Gifts $25
3%
3755;’/9 Unrestricted
0 ths Archdiocese Fees
$09 Capital & insurance
3% Expenses $55
$12 6%
1%

(Figures Represent Thousands)
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ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

FINANCIAL STATEMENT JuLy 2008JuNE 2009

Income

Offertory Collections & $
Unrestricted Gifts

Restricted Gifts

Program Fees

Investment Income

Grant Revenue

Other Revenue

TOTAL INCOME $

Expenses
Personnel Costs $
Supplies
Fees & Services
Occupancy
Transfers Archdiocese

TOTAL EXPENSES
Excess of Operating

Income over Expenses $
Other

Capital Expenditure $

Excess (Deficiency) of
Income over Expenses $

FY 08-09

603,202

59,440
20,702
647
27,710
206,412

918,113

646,696
43,019
102,129
61,175
55,275

908,293

-1,641

FY 07-08 % Change
574,328 5.03%
53,732 10.62%
14,762 40.24%
824 -21.43%
0 100.0%
154,340 33.74%
797,986 15.05%
610,892 5.86%
41,747 3.05%
102,126 0.0%
48,379 26.45%
53,093 _4.11%
856,337 6.08%
-568,251 -116.86%
444 2,481.92%
-68,695 -97.2%

Finance Commission Member

Daven Anderson
Elizabeth George
Tom Hilton
John Roach
John Webster
Steve Willman
Lisa Zoia

Ex-Officio members:
Fr. Richard Buhler, SJ
Ken Kehm, Business Manager

Parish Center Information

St. Francis Xavier
(College) Church
3628 Lindell Boulevard
St. Louis, Missouri 63108
314.977.7300
314.977.7315 Fax

collegechurch.slu.edu
church@slu.edu
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125TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR-LONG CELEBRATION

HONORING OUR PAST-BUILDING OUR FUTURE,
RENEWING OUR COMMITMENT TO THE EUCHARIST

One day early on in Father
tioned wanting to do some
know parishioners and to boost our energy as a cohesive parish
team. When we did the math we realized that 1884 was a signifi-
cant year in our history, the year we were able to first celebrate the
Eucharist on this location, having relocated from our original parish
home at 9th and Christy uptown.

It was then that we saw the first spark of what will be a year-long

celebration of our Eucharistic life here at Grand and Lindell mark-
ing the 125t anniversary of celebrating the Eucharist as a parish
at St. Francis Xavier College Church.

We are kicking off this celebration year on Sunday, October 11,
2009 with special liturgies at the 8:30 and 10:30 morning Masses;
each culminating with continuing festivity in the form of receptions
in the Xavier Grand Ballroom (lower level of church) — the actual
worship space in 1884, for the main church was not completed
until 1897.

Sunday, the 25th of October, we have invited Fr. David Sulwalsky,
SJ, Director of Saint Louis University Museums & Galleries, to pre-
sent a narrative history of the College Church as well as the Jesuit
influence that surrounds it. This will also be in the Xavier Ballroom
at 9:15 a.m. until 10:20 a.m.

On the heels of Father
memorabilia, in particular sacred pieces preserved at the Saint
Louis University Museum of Art (SLUMA) across the street from the
Pius XII Library on Lindell. On Saturday evening, November 21st,
we will enjoy hors d"oeuvres
SLUMA and learn more about our heritage as a parish and as a
vital link to the Catholic Church in St. Louis and the burgeoning
westward expansion of America.

The next day, Sunday, November 22nd, Fr. Doug Marcoullier, SJ,
Provincial of the Missouri Province of the Jesuits, will remember
the El Salvador martyrs, the six Jesuits along with their house-
keeper and her daughter, who were assassinated on November
19, 1989. Twenty years later, Father Marcoullier will recount their
legacy. This will be in the Xavier Ballroom at 9:15 until 10:20 a.m.

In early December we will have a

R i c We start off 2010 with Father David Meconi, SJ, on Sunday,
“ ¢ o mJanuary 10th, whowils peak on

Suwal sk

t he
cal Body — the Church. This is particularly fitting in that we are
remembering our Eucharistic history on this site over the past
century and a quarter. Again, Father Meconi will speak between
9:15 and 10:20 a.m. in the Xavier Ballroom. Sunday, February
7t will bring us a Dominican perspective with Father Charles
Bouchard, O.P., Vice President of Theological Education, As-
cenion Heath and former President of Aquinas Institute. This too
will be in the Ballroom beginning at 9:15 a.m.

As Lent begins Ash Wednesday, February 17th, we are planning
to have a Friday Benediction and Eucharistic Adoration with per-
haps a simple meal in conjunction with Campus Ministry of Saint
Louis University. We will use an antique monstrance housed at
SLUMA for this reverent event.

Saturday evening, April 24t, will be an all-out Gala in the Xavier
Ballroom. Details are beginning to come together on the particu-
lars, and more information will be forthcoming but mark your
calendars now!

On Saturday, May 1st, we will* ¢ r own” Our Lady
p.m. Mass. May Crownings were once common place in par-
ishes and Catholic schools and in many locations are still a high
point of community prayer and celebration. The significance to

men -
Eucharticcstge

aft e

this May Crowning at St. Francis Xavier is that 150 years ago this V i € W

very statue was crowned with a silver crown in thanksgiving for
Mary“s intercession on behalf
Louis University. In 1849 the cholera epidemic swept through

St. Louis, taking over 6,000 lives. Each and every member of nt
the SLU community was spared. Our Lady lends her name to the
Chapel on the lower level of our church in which Mass is said

daily and still watches over our parish and university community.

In June we will have an old fashioned picnic for the entire parish.
We have reserved Tilles Park at Litzsinger & McKnight Roads in
West St. Louis County for Saturday, June 5th. We will celebrate
the Eucharist with Father Rich Buhler, SJ, and then enjoy our
picnic baskets of goodies and lots of parish family-involving
games and activities for all ages.

speci al s, Advent

FOncer fo5ih Rnivefshry Event Chairs

Fall 2010 will give us special tours
of the church with particular atten-

the 4t and Saturday the 5%, that will

musically celebrate our past, present | Committee Chair

and future, and reflect upon the com- |  Opening Mass

ing of Christ in Advent and through : :

the Eucharist. Following the concert, Reception Chairs

all are invited to the Xavier Ballroom SLUMA Wine Tasting
for hospitality and our third annual .

Fair Trade Christmas Market to bene- 125th Anniversary Gala
fit our sister parish, La Natividad, in Parish Picnic

Guatemala. The Fair Trade Market
will run through Sunday afternoon for
all who wish to get some particularly
unique and lovingly hand-crafted gift
items for the holidays.

We are looking for interested persons
to join n on the festivities! Please call
the Parish Center and get involved!!!

tion paid to our treasured stained-
glass windows. The members of
the 125t anniversary planning
committee are also considering a
Variety Night or an evening of trivia
or sing-along, or all of the above!
We might just keep on celebrating!

Armella Geier

Ray & Ginny Timm

Mary Ann Moore
Tom & Kate Gunn

Jennifer MacArthur We will close our year long celebra-

tion as we started, by breaking
bread together as a parish faith
community. Our closing Mass will
be 10-10-10 (Sunday, October 10,
2010).
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